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"TOW much depends upon the | Settlement of 5 
good Government in particular Pariſhes, 
- which make up the great Body of a Nation, 


ic very evident to ſuch as conſider the viſible Ad- 


vantages they among whom it is ſettled, enjoy by 
it, and the Inconveniences others ſuffer by the 
Want of it ; which are too numerous and too im- 


portant, not to touch them very ſenſibly , who look 


about with Concern for the eres Good. It will 
e thought improper for 
ꝗ private Clergyman to offer his Thoughts in way of 


Propoſal, or rather of humble Requeſt, upon this 


uſeful and neceſſary Subject, while he keeps within 
Proper Bounds ; and leaves that which may m_—_— 
Autho- 
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2 Parochial Government. 
Authority to effect it, to thoſe whom God and the 
Lane their Country bave intruſted with it. 
© The Neceſuy of worthy Clergymen in Parochial 
| Cures, in order to ſuch Government, will be eaſily 
own d by them, who duly reflect upon the End of 
the Miniflry, which is to teach and promote true 
Relig, the great Intereſt 4 Men and Chriſti- 
ans; whether as ſingly conſider d, or in Society; 
and how much that juſily influences all Affairs. 


The PROPOSALS 
IT. UHE Firſt Propoſal or rather Requeſt is, That 
LO in Order to have ſuch Clergymen as may 
be Bleſſings to the Pariſhes , and Times they live 
in, all Sorts of Perſons will frequently and ear- 
neſtly addreſs themſelves to God by Prayer for his 
hleſſing upon them that are to ordain Miniſters, 
and upon them who are to be ordained by them, 
More particularly, that the Ember Days at the 
Four Seaſons for Ordination, may be more ſtrict- 
ly and religioufly obſerved, both' in publick and 
private, by all that would be accounted fincera 
Members of the Church of England ; 3 
in pray ing earneſtly, as our Church hath excel- 
lently taught us, in the firſt of the Prayers to be 
uſed on thoſe Days, for them that are to be ad- 
mitted into Holy Orders; That * Almighty God, 
* who jhath purchaſed to himſelf an univerſal 
© Church, by the precious Blood of his Dear Son, 
© will mercifully look upon the fame, and at that 
Time ſo guide and govern the Minds of his Ser- 
© yants the Biſhops and Paſtors of his Flock, that 
they may lay Hands ſuddenly on no Man; but 
« faithfully and wiſely make choice of fit Perſons 
| 3 2 5 of > 
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to ſerve in the ſacred Miniſtry of his Church + 
and that to thoſe which ſhall be ordained to any 
© Holy Function, he will give his Grace and Hea- 
b venly Benediction, that both by their Life and 
Doctrine they may ſet forth his Glory, and ſet 
forward the Salvation of all Men, through ſeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Thus to pray, is to do that 
which our Lord hath plainly! requir d, St. Matth. 
9. 28. Pray ye therefore the Lord of the Har- 
veſt, that 4 will ſend forth Labourers into bis 
Harveſt. Thus our Lord, who well knew what 
need his Church; in all ſucceeding Times, would 


have of $kilful and faithful Miniſters; and how 


neceſſary Prayer is towards obtaining this great 


n HAT, becauſe great is the Power and In- 
ah [ fluence of the Patrons of Churches, we 
do not forget to pray earneſtly for them. Nor 

muſt they who are more eſpecially concern'd, 

neglect , in the moſt prudent Methods of Addreſs, 
to apply themſelves to them, that they may be 
prevailed with, conſidering the honourable Truſt 
which is committed to them, and the Account 
they muſt expect to give of it another Day, to 
beſtow their Livings in ſuch manner, that the 
End of the Miniſtry, and the juſt Expectation of 
the Church, may be anſwer d; that the Biſhops 
may beglad to inſtitute them, who are preſented 
to them, and to cauſe them to be inducted ; and 
that the Pariſhioners may rejoice to receive them, 
and find Reaſon to praiſe God for the Advantages 
of their Miniſtry to all Eternity. . 
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PROP OSAL m. | 


TT HAT conſtant Perſonal Refidence of all 
I RedQors, Vicars, and other Miniſters ſettled 
in Parochial Cures, be carefully endeavoured, as 
it is really much to be deſited. For by this 


Means the Occaſions of the Pariſh, upon ſudden 


Emergencies, will be beſt ſerved; Error and Wie- 
kedneſs may be beſt diſcovered, oppoſed, and 
reſtrained; True Faith and ſuitable Practice, all 
manner of Goodneſs, may be beft favour'd and 


| Promoted; the great Objection againſt the Church, 


aw A 


that is, Want of Diſcipline, may be happily fi- 
lenced; and occaſion may be cut off from them 
that ſeek Occaſion to complain, and to ſpeak re- 
proachfully of the Neglect of Publick Buildings, 
of Charity, and in general, of the Cure of Souls: 
Which laſt cannot but work effectually upon thoſe, 


who have ſeriouſly confider'd, what that great 


Expreſſion, Heb. 13. 17. Watching for Souls, as 
they that muſt give an Account, really imports. 


If it be objected, That there are Caſes, in 


which the Abſence of Parochial Miniſters is either 
neceſſary, or at leaſt allow'd by Law: The An- 
ſwer muſt be, That in ſuch Caſes, Curates, every 
way ſufficient for Learning, Life, Prudence, In- 
dufſtry, ſuch, in ſhort, as the Biſhop of the Dio- 
ceſe ſhall approve of, may reaſonably be expected 
by the Pariſhioners; and ought- to be provided 


and ſettled by the Rector, Vicar, or Chief Mi- 
niſter; and competent Maintenance, proportiona- 


ble to the Value of the Living, ought to be ſettled 
on them. e "AE 


Nor can Pluralities, and the Non-Reſidence 
that attends them, upon other Terms, except in 
ſome rare Calis, be tolerably juſtiſied. PRO- 
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PROPOSAL IV. 


FT HAT a good Underſtanding be ſecured be- 
I tween the Patron of the Church, the chief 
Gentleman, or Gentlemen of the Pariſh, and the 

Rector, Vicar, or Miniſter. CO 


This muſt be endeavoured by prudent Beha- 


* viour, agreeable Reſpedts, Juſt and equitable Deal- 


Te 


FS, 16, 17. be uſed by - Sorts of ſerious, pru- 


ing, and proper Condeſcenſion, as there ſhall be 


Occaſion. OE ns 
The Ladies alſo, the Honourable, Devout and 


_ Wiſe Women, muſt, by all proper Addreſſes, be 
engaged in this worthy Deſign, of good Parochial 
Government: For great will their Influence be 
upon their Husbands, Children, Families, Neigh- 
.. bours, to the beſt of Purpoſes. leet 


PROPOSAL V. 


5 'T H AT Honeft, Knowing, Virtuous, Active 


Men, as often, and as far as it may be, 


upon all Opportunities, be choſen into rhe Pariſn- 
Offices of Conſtables, Church-Wardens, and 
Overſeers of the Poor; to be frequently diſcours d 
with, and always countenanced in all their legal 


Actings towards the Suppreſſion of Vice, and the 
Encouragement of Virtue, orderly and regular 


Living, by the faid Patron, Rector, and other. 


PROPOSAL VI. : 

1 Admoniſhing and Reproving, as 

there ſhall be Occafion, in the Method our 
Lord hath required and directed, St. Matth. 18. 


dent 
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dent perſons; but eſpecially by ſuch as are in Au- 
thority, and more eſpecially by the Miniſter of 
the Pariſh ; who, when he was ordained, promi- 
ſed to uſe both publick and private Monitions 
and Exhortations, as well to the Sick, as to the 
Whole, within his Cure, as Need ſhall require, 

and Occafion ſhall be given. See the Form and. 
Manner of ordering of Priefts, 


PROPOSAL vn. 


4 "HAT Care be taken to promote ſuch a 
charitable Temper of Mind, as will makts 


them, who ſhall be happy in it, delight in doing. 
good; whether in reſpect to the Eſtates, or Bo-' 
dies, or thoſe ee belt of Intereſts, the 

Souls of their Neighbours, according to the Ta- 


lents or Abilities God hath given them. 


This happy Temper, probably, will be much 


advanced, by frequently inculcating and preſſing 
the great Examples of our God and Saviour, of 
> the Holy Apoſtles, and of thoſe Pri- 
* Tertull. mitive Chriſtians, whoſe Charity, as 
Apol. c. 39. an Ancient * Father tells us, was the 
Admiration of their Enemies. Nor 
mult we forget thoſe, whom later Times have 
produced, or ſuch as burn and ſhine in the pre- 


ſent Age: May the Zeal of their Piety and Cha- 
rity provoke very many. How influential will 


the good Example of but one Leading Perſon in 


any Pariſh be towards prevailing with others, by 


imitaring him or her, to 8lorily our Father which 
is in Heaven. 


PR O- 


| | 


tiſe, called, Methods wſed 
Schools, with the Rules and Orders by which they 
are governed, will be very uſeful, as affording 
proper Directions, and the Encouragement of Va- 
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PROPOSAL. un. 


| 1 HO evlony theErefling of Charity Schits, 


1 after the Example of the Great 155 Illuſtri. 


ouſly Charitable Cities of London and Weſtmin- 


fer, the Two Univerſities of England, and the 
chief Cities and Towns of the ſame. 
This will be a good Proof of charitable Minds, 


and much tend to the Advantage of a Pariſh, 
eſpecially if conſiderably large and populous. 


Towards bringing on this 2 Work, 8 Trea- 
Eredting Charity- 


riety of Examples, with Two Catalogues of 


1 Books; one, of ſuch as are fit for the Malters of 
ſuch Schools : ; the other, of ſuch as are proper 
for the Scholars. Tis commonly printed after 


the Sermons at the Anniverſary Meeting of the 


Children educated in the Charity-Schools in and 


about the Cities of London and Weſtminſter. The 


Sixteenth Edition, with Additions, came out in 


the Year 1717; being printed and fold by 
Mr. Doroning, 


The IXch P ROP 08 A L. or humble Requeſt is 


"HAT the Publick i may be n 
ly officiated in the Pariſh- Church Morning 
and Evening, if it may be, every Day. 
So we ſhall unite in a daily een Confeſſion 
of ſuch ſinning, as all are and have been guilty of; 
and in conſtant Prayer for the Pardon of it; and 


for the Aſſiſtance of that Divine Grace, which we 


B22 (w mult 
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muſt all own a continual Need of. So we ſhall. 
_ daily join in a Profeſſion of our common Faith, 
in hearing the Joyful Sound of that Word, of 
that Holy Scripture, which we are all concern'd in, 
which is the Charter of all our Chriſtian Privi- 
leges. So, in ſhort, God whadaily loads us with 


publick Benefits, will be daily acknowledged and 


praiſed in publick ; and they who are united in 


n of his Mercies, will daily, twice each 


Day, join together in the Acknowledgment of 
them; and this where they may hope to be exci- 
ted and warm'd by the Example of other devout 
_Chriftians, and to be aſſiſted by their agreeing 


Prayers and Praiſes. 


Nor muſt this be look'd upon, as the Propoſal 
of an Innovation: For it is agreeable to the Exam- 
ple of His Majeſty's Chapel Royal, of all the 
_ Cathedrals, and of all the Colleges in the Two 
Univerſities, of many of the Nobility, and of 


ſeveral Parochial Churches, eſpecially in the City 


of London. See in the Caſe of Impropraations, 
and Augmentation of Vicarages, by the Learned 


Dr. White Kennet, the preſent Dean of Peterbo- 


_ rongh, p. 293, 294, 295. the Conditions on which 
the Right Reverend, Learned and Charitable 


Dr. Morley, late Biſhop of Winchefler, augmen- 
ted the Vicarages of Farnham and Horſwell in 


Surrey. Ot theArticles of the Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury \ Sancroft | recommended to all the Biſhops 
within his Merropolitical Juriſdiction, the 16th 


of July, 1688. the Fifth is, That they | the 


* Clergy | perform the daily Office publickly 
(with all Decency, Affection and Gravity) in 


all Market, and other great Towns, and even in 
Villages and leſs populous Places; bring People 


* to 


Parochial Government. 9 
© to publick Prayers as frequently as may be, 
* eſpecially on ſuch Days, and at ſuch Times, as 


the Rubricks and Canons appointed, & c. 


Since the tranſcribing of theſe Papers, I have 


met with a Diſcourſe concerning the daily fre- 
guenting the Common Praye : By Thomas Comber, 
D. D. and Prebendary of York, afterwards Dean of 

| Durham ; and well known by thoſe Works, with 
which he has greatly ſerved the Church of Eng- 


land. This Diſcourſe was printed ar London, 8vo. 


1687. and will reward the ſerious Reader. 


| Beſides the Recommendation of many and 


great Examples, it muſt be added, That ſuch of- 

ficiating of the Publick Service is that which our 

Church enjoins, as is evident from the Diſcourſe 

concerning the Service of the Church before our 

_ Liturgy; at the End of which it is added, That 
all Priefts and Deacons are to ſay daily the 
Morning and Evening Prayer, either privately or 


* openly, not being let by Sickneſs, or ſome other 


urgent Cauſe; and the Curate that miniſtreth in 
every Pariſh-Church or Chapel, being at home, 


and not orherwiſe reaſonably hindred, ſhall ſay 
the ſame in the Pariſh-Church or Chapel where 
© he miniſtreth; and ſhall cauſe a Bell to be 
© trolled thereunro, a convenient Time before he 
© begin, that the People may come to hear God's 
Word, and pray with him. 


Iheſe Two Rules, Rubricks, or Orders, are 
exactly recited by the excellently Learned and 
Pious Biſhop Beveridge, in his Diſcourſe of the 
great Neceſſuy and Advantage of Publick Prayer: 


To which I refer them, who deſire further Satiſ- 
faction; as alſo to the very inſtructive Preface be- 


fore it, which tells us, That the Pious Author 
cConfirm'd by his Practice, what he eſtabliſn d by 


_ his 


a 
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his Preaching : And that he left the Main of his 
Eſtate, ar his Deceaſe, for the Propagation of the 
Goſpel, and promoting of Chriſtian Knowledge, 
in the manner before-recited at Home, as well as 
To the Curacy of: Maunt-Sorrell in particular, [ 
and Vicarage of Bazrow in the County of Leice- — 
fer, in a thankful Remembrance of God's Mer- 
cies vouchſafed to him thereabouts, he bequeaths 
à plentiful Acceſhon for ever, on Condition that 
Prayers be read Morning and Evening every Day, 
according to the Liturgy of the Church of Eng- 
op in the Chapel and Pariſſl- Church aforeſaid, 
But taking it for granted, that ſo great and 
good a Work cannot be accompliſh'd on the ſud- 
den; my farther Propoſal and humble Requeſt is, 
That while we uſe our beſt Endeavours towards 
it, the publick Service may be conſtantly read 
in the Pariſh Church, at leaſt on Wedneſdays and 
Tiridays, and on Holy-Days and their 
dee Cannons Eves; on the Ember Days, and other 4 
14,13. PFaſts: And that this may be done 
Vith ſuch Life and Zeal, and exem- 
plary Reverence, as may affect and encourage 
them that hear it. And that a Congregation may, 
as far as is poſſible, be ſecured, tis further propo- 
ſed, That the Pariſhioners may be often minded of 
their Duty of addteſſing themſelves to God by 
publick Prayers; and earneſtly exhorted to fre- 
quent them; and that the Children of Charity 
and other Schools in the Pariſh, with their Maſter 
or Miſtreſs, may be obliged to attend them in due 
Manner; care being taken to work an awful Senſe 
of God, his Service, his Houſe, in all thoſe who 
appear before him there. This Senſe of _ 
” 8 
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muſt be made to appear by a conſtant, wakeful, 
flix d Attention; by Hands and Eyes lifted up to- 


wards Heaven, by the Direction of ſerious 


Minds; by ſuitable Anſwers; an audible Amen, 
and by the humble Poſture of Kneel- 0 
ing and Adoration, uſed under the ge Cannon 
Old Teſtament - by the Greateſt of 18. 
Kings; under the Goſpel Diſpenſati- _ 5 
on by our Bleſſed Lord; and particularly by his 
Apoſtle St. Paul, who bowed his Knees to the 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. This is agreea- 
ble to thoſe well known Precepts, P/. 95. 6. O come 
let us worſhip and bow down, let us Fneel be- 


ore the Lord our Maker; and 1 Cor. 6. 20. Te 


are bought with a Price: Therefore glorify God in 
your Body, and in your Spirit, which are God's. 
PROPOSAL & 

m1 HAT the Exerciſe of Faſting, which ſtems 
at preſent, ar leaſt in ſome Places, greatly 


_ neglected, may be renew'd and joined with 
Prayer. That it is a Duty of the Goſpel, our 


Lord's Words, St. Marth. 6. 16, 17. When ye faſt, 


and when thou faſteſt, ſuppoſe : Thoſe in the 2d of 
St. Mark at the 20th are very plain, — The 
Days will come, when the Fridegroom ſhall be ta- 
ken from them, then ſpall they faſt in thoſe Days: 
whether thereby we underſtand the Times of the 
Goſpel, or the Time more immediately before 
% eg i 2 gs 
Thar after our Lord's Aſcenſion, Faſting was in 
uſe amongſt his Diſciples, we learn from Aﬀs 13. 
2, 3. Part of Sr. Paul's Account of himſelf was, 
2 (or. II. 27. That he was in Faſtings often. The 
Account he gives of himtelf in 1 Cor. 9. 27. 
muſt 
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form, when no ſu 
againſt it, tis evident enough. What the Seaſons 
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muſt not be forgotten; I keep under my Body, we 


bring it into Subjeftion : The Reaſon of it is 
ſuch, as may make even a Saint tremble, Je that 


any means, when I have preached to others, F 
my ſelf ſhould be a caſt. away. It mult be granted, : 


that as there are different Conſtitutions, States of , 


Health, and Conditions of Life, ſo all are not 
equally capable of exerciſing Faſting in the ſame 


Manner; God, no doubt, will have mercy, where 


his Sacrifice cannot be offer d; and accept of leſs, 


where more cannot be given. 


Thar Faſting ts ” pac we are obliged to per- 
ent Objettion can be made 


are in which it is to be performed ordinarily, the 


Appointments of our Church reach us; extraor- 
dinary Occaſions of it, we muſt learn from the 


ſpecial Providence of God in his Dealings with us, 
or with our Relations, or with our Countrey, 
and from the Directions of Authority. 
The Table of the Vigtts, Faſts, and Davs of Ab- 
ſtinence to be obſerved in the Year, according to 


_ the Appointment of the Church, needs no Com- 
ment. As ro Weekly Faſts, all the Fridays in 
the Year, except Chriſtmas Day , are to be weekly 


obſerved. And how happy would it be, if among 
Perſons of Health and Leiſure it might be ſo! 
Hereby Perſons of Eſtates and plentiful Conditi- 


on, would be habituated to Temperance and So- 
briety, and to the ancient frugal Way of Living; 


hereby they would be the better enabled ro pro- 


vide ſuitably for them that depend upon them; 


to perform Acts of Charity, and to be hoſpitable 
upon good Occaſions. Beſides, hereby we {hall 
be * better enabled to conquer Temptations; 


to abſtain from choſe tie{hly Lults, of what 
Kind 
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Kind ſdever, which war againſt the Soul. Hereby 
Time will be redeemed for the beſt of Purpoſes, 

for Retirement and Meditation; for Acts of Re- 

| | my and Holy Reſolution : and for fervent 

Prayer; towards which, Faſting will be a great 

Help; the Soul being then fitteſt to mount towards 
Heaven, when it is leaſt burdened by the Body. 


Je heed to your ſelves, fays our Saviour, Sr. 


Locke 21. 24. teſt at any time your Hearts be ouer- 
charged with Surfentng and DARE fo; in the 


Hearts be preſſed down, as with a Weight; that 

is, with the Load that Intemperance will lay up- 
on them; and which 88 will keep off, ä 
= happily remove. 


PROPOSAL XI. 


HAT a Religious 9 of the Lord's 
Day, commonly called Sunday, both in 
Publick and Private, may by all proper Means be 

more and more encouraged. The ſupplying of 
Children and Servants with Books of Common- 

Prayer, to be had at eaſy Rates, will be very pro- 

per to promote ſerving God regularly i in Publick. 

The Chriſtian Scholar in Rules and Directions 
for Children ſent to Exgliſb Schools, Oc. where 

are particular Directions tor going to Church, 

and for decent and pious Behaviour there; very 


proper to be recommended to, and to be be 


ſtowed on ſuch. 
Towards the private Obſervation of the Lord "= 
Day, furniſhing the poorer People with that beſt 
of Books the Bible, and with ſome others which 
are well known and approved of; ſuch as, The 
Whole oy of Man ; 1 a Prin iples of the ore 

| ian 
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ſtian Religion , by Dr. Mapletoft ; Ihe Chriſtian 


— Inſtitutes, by the Preſent Biſhop of Cheſter ; An 
Abridgment of the Hiſtory of the Bt 4; The 
_ Chriſtian Monitor; The Guide of a Chriſtian , The 


Mord of God the beſt Guide, will much conduce. 
In way of Motive, let me obſerve, That as it is 
a great Advantage to begin a Day well; when we 


are awake, to be ſtill with God by Prayers and, 
Praiſes, and Holy Thoughts: So alſo to begin the 


Week well, by a Religious Obſervation of the 


FPeirſt Day of it; for thereby an Impreſſion will 
be made upon pious Minds, which will probably 
remain upon them, till ir be ſtrengthened by a2 
Return of the ſame Day, and by many Returns 

of it, till at length we attain that Bleſſed Reſt, 


which will never be diſturbed ; the Reſt that re- 
mains to the People of God in Heaven. 


PROPOSAL XI. 


HA as judicious prudent Preaching muſt 


be of great Uſe , towards promoting the 
Welfare of all Sorts of Perſons and Places, fo 
that a more than ordinary Care may be taken about 
it. Nor is it to be thought, but that all faithful 
Miniſters, who have duly conſider d the Obliga- 


tions they are under, and the Account they muſt 
give. will ſtudy to ſhew themſelves approved in 


this Part of their Office. „ 
They will conſider that excellent Diſcourſe, 


uſe of ar the Ordination of Prieſts, and will di- 


rect themſelves by that, and by the Queſtions 


that follow, and by the Anſwers which they them- 


ſelves have made to them : As allo by the 45th 


of the Conſtitutions and Cancns FEccleſiaſtical of 


Parochial Government, 1 . 
the Year 1603; where every beneficed Man. kee. 


js required to preach one Sermon every Sunday 


of the Year, wherein he ſhall ſoherly and ſincere- 

ly divide the Word of Truth. to the Glory of God, 
and to the beſt Edification of his Hearers. Nor 
muſt this Canon be underſtood to diſcourage Ser- 


mons in the Afternoon; while Catechizing, which 
lays the Foundation, and is the beſt Way of keep- 


ing us ſteady on it, is not neglected. 
ut as the Succeſs of Preaching , under the 
Bleſſing of God Almighty and the Co- operation 
of his Holy Spirit, greatly depends on the Man- 
ner of Hearing, and receiving the Word preach- 
ed; ſo the utmoſt Care muſt be taken to promote 
Hearing with ſuch Compoſure, Seriouſneſs, and 
Reverence, as become the Word whereby we ſhall 
be judged at the Laſt DO, and which is able to 


ſiuve our Souls. 1 
Nor will the Work! be diffcult, if Perſons of Tots 
Quality, and more eminent Condition, whoſe Ex- 


amples direct and command others; and Perſons 

of Superior Relation, as Parents, Maſters, and 
Miſtreſſes, will afford their Aſſiſtance : ; by letting 
it be ſeen in that which they do, what others 
ought to practiſe. 


PROPOSAL XIII. 


HAT conſtant Carechizing in the C varch 

be diligently uſed, as the 59th of the be- 
FS. mentioned Canons, and the Rubrick after the 
Church Catechiſm, require ; ro which Children, 
Servants, Prentices, are, and muſt be obliged, to 
reſort. Towards this, the C harity Schools will be 
very ſerviceable ; as alſo the Diſtribution of Cate- 
chilms, where they are needed, and will be ac- 


C 2 cepted, 
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cepted, with proper Expoſitions for the Uſe of 
Parents, Maſters, and their Families. Such are 
thoſe of the Preſent Archbiſhop of Canterbury; z 
of Biſhop Beveridge, Dr. Marſhal, not long fince = 
Dean of Glouceſter ; Dr. Iham, Mr. Lewis, and of 
| ſeveral other worthy Prelates and Clergymen. 15 
As by Preaching, Chriſt's Sheep grow Chriſti- 
ans; fo by catech ſing his Lambs, Children, the 
young and tender of his Flock, are and ought to 


be fed, and certainly will be, by all thoſe Mini- 


ters, who deſire to give good Proof of their 
Love to the Redeemer of Souls, our Bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour. Ce 


PROPOSAL AV. 


* ARE Confirmation of Perkins who have 
1 been baptized in their Infancy, and are come 
to Years of Diſcretion ; which will be greatly 
Conduſive towards that true Piety, which will 
make particular Perſons, Families, Pariſhes, and 


even Churches and Kingdoms happy. 
Tis of ſuch Value, and is counted fo neceſſary 


in the Church of England , that in the Rubrick 


after the Order of Confirmation, it is declared, 


That none ſhall be admitted to the Holy Commu- 
ion, until ſuch Time as he is Confirmed, or be 


rexdy and defirous to be Confirmed. 


Belidzs, there are Two Canons, the both and ” 
61], of thoſe already mentioned; in the former 
of which it is allerred, © That it hath been a So- 
_ * lermn, Ancient, and Laudable Cuſtom in the 


* Church of God, continued from the Apoſtles 


Time, that all Biſhops ſhould lay their Hands 
* upon Children Baptized, and inſtructed in the 
C atechitin of Chriſtian Religion, praying over 
| : them | 
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became Debtors to do the whole Law ; 
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© them, and bleſſing them: Which, tis added, 


ye commonly call Confirmation; and the Con- 


tinuance of it is ſtrictly enjoin J. 
In the other Canon, every Miniſter that hath 
Care and Charge of Souls, is directed and requi- 
red to take ſuch eſpecial Care, that none may be 
preſented for him to lay his Hand upon, but ſuch 
AS can render an Account of their Faith, accord- 
ing to the Catechiſm in the Book of Common= 
Prayer: And further, That when the Biſhop ſhall 
aſſign any Time for the Performance of that Part 
of his Duty, every ſuch Miniſter ſhall uſe his 
| beſt Endeavour to prepare and make able, and 
| likewiſe to procure as many as he can, to be then 


brought, and by the Biſhop to be confirmed. 
Nor will Parents, or their Children, be averſe 
from this Courſe, if they ſhall ſeriouſly confider 


(as it is hoped they will) the Preface which the 


Biſhop is enjoin'd to read before Confirmation; 
wherein it is affirmed, * That the Order before- 
mentioned is very convenient, to the End that 


© Children being now come to Years of Diſcretion, 
© and having learned what their Godfathers and 


* Godmothers promiſed for them in Baptiſm, they 
* may themſelves with their own Mouth, con- 
* ſent openly before the Church, ratify and con- 


firm the fame; and alſo promiſe, that by the 


Grace of God, they will evermore endeavour 


' © themſelves faithfully to obſerve ſuch Things, as 


they by their own Confeſſion have allented unto. 


For nothing can be more reaſonable than ſuch an 
Engagement; nothing more fit to be undertaken 


by rhoſe, who hope to receive. Advantage by their 
Baptiſm ; whereby they enter d into Covenant with 
God, and became Debtors to the whole Doe: 
Goſpel; as they who were circumciſed Gal. 5. 3. 


that 
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that is, were obliged to obey it, br to ſuffer upon 1 
Neglect of Obedience, or of e udo 


- Violation of it, 
PROPOSAL XV. 
Freer adminiſtring and receiving the Holy 


” Sacrament of our Lord's Supper; which 
after Confirmation, and Arrival at the Age at 


which the Canon requires it, the Louth of the 


Pariſh muſt be encouraged, and preſsd to partake 


of; having asked and received the Direction and 


95 Approbation of their Spiritual Guides. 


Ihe exemplary Frequency of Superiors, of 
Landlords, Parents, Maſters, Miſtreſſes, and of 


_ principal Neighbours, will be very helpful to- | 


wards carrying on this excellent Work. 
Bur becauſe the Sacrament of our Lord's Sop- 


per, which is capable of affording the greateſt 
Advantages, cannot be effectual either to Old or 


Young, unleſs they be prepared for it; ſincere 


Care muſt be taken to prepare our ſelves; and 


that they who belong to us, and more eſpecially 


young People, who have not yet been at the 


Lord's Table, may receive worthily. N 
The habitual Preparation of conſtant pious 


Living, of a conſtant well- order d Converſation, is 


greatly to be deſir d; but an actual Preparation 
muſt never be omitted, rho* it cannot be always of 
the ſame Length and Largeneſs. 


Ik it ſhall be asked, How we muſt direct our 
Prep ration? Leaving others to the good Methods 


they have been uſed to, my Anſwer will be, That 
they who direct themſelves by the Anſiver to the 
laſt Queſtion in our Church Catechiſm ; by the 


Exhortations which the Miniſter reads, when he 


invites to the Sacrament z by the Excellent Dif- 
courle 


_—_—  ——— 
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courſe in the 3d Chapter of the Whole Duty of 
Man; frequently meditating upon thoſe Places of 
; Scripture, which concern the Inſtitution and Uſe 
of this Bleſſed Sacrament; may hope to come 


with Acceptance to Gods Altar, and to receive 


Benefits from doing fo, for which they ſhall have 
Reaſon to praiſe God for ever. 


Such are Hatred of Sin; nich cannot but be 


more and more promoted, if we make a right 
Uſe of that lively Repreſentation of our Saviours 
Sufferings, which we are preſented with in this ; 

_ Sacrament, ne 
Confirmation of our Faith and Hope, while we. : 
ſeal the Promiſes of the Goſpel. 
| The Increaſe of our Love to our God and 82 0 
viour; our Saviour, who is, as it were, crueified : 
before =. 55 
Praiſes and Thankſeivings, and the beſt Expreſ⸗ 

1 fions of Gratitude, which our Hearts, and Tongues, 
and Lives can offer to the belt of Benefators. 
Peace and Good-Will towards Men ; to which 


the molt aftecting Examples will excite and in- 


flame them who enter into a ſerious Conſideration 


of them, while they are remembring our Lord. 
Let me further obſerve, That the oftner the 


 Blefled Sacrament ſhall be adminiſtred and re- 


ceived, the better Proof we ſhall give of our 


Readineſs to obey our Lord, who plainly requires 
; the better we {hall comply with the Example 
g the Primitive Chriſtians; the more likely the 
Impreſſions of it are to remain upon us, and to 
be effectual to us. 
But that frequent Ce as well as daily 


Prayer, may be recommended with the greateſt 
Advantages ; Let me add the Sixth of Archbiſhop 


oy — S Articles, which is, That they uſe their 
ut moſt Endeavour, both in their S2rmons, and 
— oF | 


i 4 oat ent 6 » i 
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| by private Applications, to prevail with ſuch or 
* their Flock, as are of competent Age, to receive 


© frequently the Holy Communion. And to this 


8 End, that they Adminiſter it in the greater 
© Towns once in every Month ; and even in the 
J leſſer too, if Communicants may be procured. 
N And that they take all due Care, both by Preach⸗ 
ing. and otherwile, to prepare all for the Wor- 
_ © thy Receiving of it. I refer thoſe, who need 
further Satisfaction, to the Right Learned and 
Worthy Biſhop Beveridge's Diſcourſe about = 
which follows the other already mentioned. 
There, if Scripture and Reaſon, the Authority of 
our Lord, the Examples of the Church of I 
Jews, and of the Primitive Chriſtians; if fair 
and juſt Anſwers to Pretences and Objections can 
Prevail, they can hardly fail to  farisfy themſelves ; 
abundantly. 


PROPOSAL XVI. 


H A7 Care may be taken to mike! People 
- more generally ſenſible, how much it is 
their > Dory and how much it will be their Hap- 
pineſs, to ſerve God, as in publick, ſo in private; 
in their Cloſets, in their Families; ; particularly to 
have conſtant Prayers, with reading the Holy 
Scripture there. 
Towards effecting this, nothing is more likely, 
by the Bleſſing of God, to be ſucceſsful, than the 
Example of the ſaid Chief Gentleman and Gentle- 


men, and of the Miniſter, together with ſuitable _ 


Sermons, and more private Exhortations from 
him: And laſtly, the diſpoling of proper 
Books; ſuch as Dr. Gibſon, the preſent Biſhop of 
= £ incoln, his Family Devotion; Dr. Mapletoft's 
hort Diſcourſe of Prayer, alter his P/ Fo Fo and 

Duties 


— — — — 
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| Duties of Chriſtian Religion; The Common Prayer: 
Book the beſt Companion ; as alſo the Word of God 
_ the "beſt Guide: Both by the ſame Author; the 
latter being a Collection of Scripture Texts, plain- 


7 


Chriſtian's Knowledge and Prattice. Hh 
TI muſt not forget the Morning and Evening 
Prayer for Families, and for Private Perſons, &c. 
Recommended as proper to be bound up with 
| Biſhop Beveridge's Neceſſity and Advantage of 


Piublicꝶ Prayer: At the End of which, is an Al- 
phabetical Table of the Weekly Collects in the 
Book of Common Prayer, reduced under proper 


Heads; out of which, Choice may be eaſily made, 


as our Occaſions, and Needs, and thoſe of the 
Church and Kingdom, and the Changes of our 


Condition, or that of others, may dirett. 


PROPOSAL XVII. 


diligent Viſiting the Sick; which is a Duty 


fiders that which will be {aid by our Lord, when 
he comes to judge the World; I was /ick, and ye 
viſired me; and again, I was ſick, and ye viſited 
me not ; and what the Conſequence of performing 

or neglecting this Duty will be; as alſo that 
St. James deſcribes yore Religion and undefiled be- 
fore God and the Father, in the firſt place, by 


viſiting the Fatherleſs and the Widow in their Af, | 


Fatron; \- 


But beyond others, Clergymen will look upon 
Viſfiting the Sick, as an eminent Part of that Care 
of Souls which they have undertaken, and in the 


Diſcharge of which they have more than ordinary 

Opportunities of doing good in a Seaſon when 

People are moſt likely ro hearken to them. 
13 23 


ly ſhewing fach things as ate neceſſary for every 


10 
1 no Chriftian will neglect, who ſeriouſly con- 
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1 They mill remember what they we promiſed 
. at their Ordination, as well with reſpett to the 


Sick, as the Whole, within their Cures z and 


5 what the 67th of the hefore-mentioned Canons Fo. 
enjoins, and the Rubricks in the Order for the 


Vihration of the Sick. 


Nor will they among our Failed 3 


| duly ſenſible of the Conſequences of Death, and 
of the Eternal Happineſs, or the Eternal Miſery 
of Immortal Souls, be unwilling to be directed 


and aſſiſted in purſuing their Journey towards their 
long Home, by the laſt Offices to be done for dy- 
ing Chriſtians : But rather earneſtly defire, — : 
thankfully receive, the pious and charitable Endea- : 
vours, which good Chriſtians, and eſpecially their 
 _omn Miniſters, ſhall offer to them. 5 


PROPOSAL XVII, 
T HAT to prevent Idleneſs, and the many, 


too well known, bad Effects of 1 it ; ſuch as 
Tale- bearing, Thieving, Haunting Alehouſes; A 
whence frequent Drunkenneſs, Curſing and Swear- 


ing, Quarrelling, and ſhameful Wantonneſs; ſome 
agreeable Manufacture may be ſer up, if not in all, 


yet in the larger Pariſnes. Which may be fitteſt 


to be choſen amidſt the great Variety of Manufa- 


Ctures, muſt be determined by Perſons of Judg- 
ment and Experience; who ſhall have conſider d 


what each Place, where their Advice is deſired, 
wants; and what it affords for the preſent, or may 
be capable of aftording, toward ſetting. thoſe on 
Work, who need Employment, whether in reſpect 
to Food, Cloathing, Building, or Furniture: In 
ſhort, with regard to the Necellaries, Conveulen- 
cies, and commendable Ornaments of Human 
Life. 

15 0 
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| PROPOSAL 8. 
Ti A T Parochial Librattes- may "yp more 


where ſmaller . Livings will not allow them to 


make ſufficient Proviſion at their own Charge; 
and in which all ingenuous Perſons may have a 
ſuitable Diverſion at their Leiſure Hours, and the 


; Peg. of N in uſeful Knowledge and 
=” 


As to Books that may be fit to direct! in "I 


niſhing the Parochial Likkary, ſee Bibliotheca Pa- 
rochialis, Part I. by Dr. Bray; 4to. Lond. 1692. 

' Whether a Second Part has not fince been printed, 
Enquiry mult he made. 


See alſo, An Efſay towards Promoting all Ne- 


ceſſary and Uſeful 8 both Human and 


Divine; by the ſame worthy Author. 410, Lond. 
1697. 
In which ſmall Treatiſe , are Propoſals to the 


Gary and Clergy of this Kingdom, for Purcha- 
ling Lending Libraries in all the Deaneries in Eng- 
land, &c. and then a Catalogue of Books; both 


very fit to be peruſed. 


There is a Book called, The Student's Library, I 


or a Choice Collection of Books in all Faculties and 1 


Parts of Learning, Nc. 4to, Lond. * Which 728 
it may be uſeful ro conſult. 


If I add Bibliotheca Heinſiana, 8v0. Cenſura 
celebriorum Authorum, by Sir Thomas Pope Blount, 


Bart. Fol. Lond. 1690. and for the Uſe of Di- 


vines more particularly, Apparatus ad Theologi- 


am, in Uſum Academicorum, by Mr. Fenton, Sus. 


2 Lond. 


I plentifully erected, eſpecially in Market, 
and other Large Towns; to be furniſh'd with 5 
ſuch Books as may be uſeful to the Miniſters, 


ig  Parochial Government, 
Lond. 1688. and Dr. (uu Seriptorum Fele. 


ſticor um Hiſtoria Literaria,, in Two Volumes Fol. 
the Parochial Library may, 8 hope, with the Aſſi- 
ſtance of ſome of the more eminent Auftian-Ca- 
talogues, be in Time competently furniſh” d, bya 
ns Colle&tion out of chem. 5 


PROPOSAL þ 1 ths 


HA T a good Cortelponlence Lal the 
1 Gentlemen and the Cletgy of the fame 
| Neighbourhood (eſpecially of ſuch as own a Re- 
liſh for Methods of Promoting the Publick Good, 
on this Foundation of Parochial Improvement ) 
way be endeavoured, in the beſt Ways that can n be 5 
thought of,. or directed. | 
Nlereby Propoſals may be made, e conve- 
niently communicated, ſet on foot and encourag d, 
as oft as there ſhall be Occahon, in a reputable 
manner, by Countenance from Names of Merit, 
and with Hopes of Succeſs from the favourable 
Aſliſtance of more, who influence Hearts, and com- 
mand Hands: Eſpecially when any Thing is pro- 
poſed, which recommends it felt by its apparent 
Tendency to the Good of a Pariſh, of the Places 
where Peoples chief Intereſts are known to be, 
and of the Publick. _ 7 


PROPOSAL XXI. and 2 


5 ot AT there may be Frequent Conferences 


of the Clergy, who are at no great Di- 
ſtance from one another; whether at their own 


| Houſes, or at other convenient Places, where they 
may conſult and debate upon ſuch Matters, as l ; 


be proper to promote more eſpecially the Spirit 


— — ——— ́ ——ĩ—— oe 


Glory, and the 
which ſeem to ſuffer in many Places, by the viſi- 
ble Neglect of Parochial Government. 
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and Religi ious Intereſts of their Keyeral Pariſhes 
with Fre 


The Advantages of this Courſe are ſufficient 


| Reaſon for and Encouragments to it; © Hereby we 
| ſhall have the Benefit of mutual Notices, Di- 
6 reQions and Aſſiſtances, as; our own, or our Pa- 
riſhioners Conditio oh thy require. Hereby it will 
be known by what 
ing helpful to one ahother, or ſerviceable to the 


ilities we are capable of be- : 


Church, and to our native Country. Hereby, ro 


the great Advancement of our Studies, we ſhall 
be made acquainted. where many | ooks are to be 
had, whether in Print or Manüſtript, which we 
may be unfiirgiſh'a with, Hereby we may be 
enabled much better than when left to our ſelves, 


to maſter the Difficulties of out Studies; to an- 
ſiver the Scruples, and to reſolve the Doubts of 


our People. Hereby we may meet with the 


Knowledge of more ſucceſsful Expedients in the 


Management "of our Domeſtick or Parochial, eſpe- 


cially our Miniſterial Affairs, > OA; yet we have 
had Experience of. 


This is what [ ha at . to os nichcur - 
any other 1817 than that of promoting God's 
ublick Good of Church and State, 


Nor can [I fear or think that theſe ſhort Notices 
of our Duty will meet with Diſcouragement from 


any, who make Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, particu- 
_ larly in the way of the Church of England, or of 


Affection to their Country. 
Their Graces and their Lordſhips the Arch. 
biſhops and Biſhops of this Church, will delight 


to do their beſt ro make that effectual, which 


others only: can propoſe ; they will uſe the Intereſt 
| | they 
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they have in His Majeſty, in the Parliament, in 
the Convocation, in the {ol 


ergy ingly conſider” . 


by reaſon of their pendance upon them, and 


the legal Ob igations they are under to their Lord- 
| ſhips, to promote Parochial Government, and 
thereby the Increale of Chriſtian Knowledge; and 
Mach Refortation of Mannets, as will lde the 


0 Gy, of the Age they live in, and ſecure the 


Happineſs, of it upon the firmeſt Foundations, as 


28 to Garde 8 not to be expreſs d, 


en the chief 
t Crown of Glory which fadeth not away. 
=. All, who are in Authority, 


: Godlineſs and Honeſty. 


The Right. Honourable Judges of the Realm 
o receive from the ancient and ho- 
nourable Bench of Juſtices of the Peace, at the Re- 


Will be glad t 


turn of the Aſſizes twice in a Year, an Account 
of the happy Eſtate of their ſeveral Counties 
and Diſtricts. 

Nor will i 1 * a ſmall Pleaſure to both judg es 
and Tuſtices, t 255 their Work much leſs, 2 
much leſs double ome: That there will be fewer 
on whom to place the Marks of Infamy ; fewer 


to be cut oft by the Sword of Juſtice ; more for 


them to praiſe and reward for doing well. 


In general, the Honourable, the Great, the 
High, the Patrons of Churches, and the Supports 


of Pariſhes and larger Societies, while they conſi- 


der their true Intereſt, will be glad, by encou- 


raging this Attempt, to gain themſelves a Title 


to that moſt gracious Promiſe, 1 Sam. 2. 30. 


Them that Donour 1 me, I wil honour, What 


epherd ſha Map a ppeat, and beſtow | 


whether Eccleſiaſti 
gy al Or .Ciyil, will Tee Real, for to. rejoice | in any 
proper Method ( and, tis hop d this is ſuch) of 
Promoting a Government that. directly rends to- 
Wards leading a quiet and beateable Life in all 
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What Huſhands and Wives, who are worthy of © 
the Honour of thoſe Names, will not count it a 
great Part of the Happineſs of their Lives, to ſee 
their Children trained up in the way they ſhou'd go; 
that is, in the way of Knowledge, Sobriety, Juſtice, 
Wi 5, 7 Oat en Son 
Good Maſters of Families cannot but think it a 
more than ordinary Bleſſing, to have a Part in the 
Holy Patriarch Abraham's Character and Com- 
mendation; That of commanding his Children, 
and his Houſhold after him, fo as that they ſnould 
5 keep the Way of the Lord, to do Judgment and 
P77. ̃ ⅛ v.. . 
: As to Maſters and Servants, nothing is more 
likely than good Family and Parochial Govern- 
ment, to give the Former reaſon to fay of the _ 
_ Later, as Laban did of Jacob, I have learned by a 
4 2 rience, that the Lord hath bleſſed me for thy 
. 


Gen. 30. 27. And what can be more a Sa- 


tisfaction to a good Maſter, than to be able to ſay 
this? Or to a good and faithful Servant, whether 


Living or Dying, than to have this ſaid of him? 


As to my Brethren of the Parochial Clergy, 
while I make Propoſals, and excite to that which 


many of them already carefully praiſe ; at the 


_ fame Time I approve and commend them. They 


who for the Time paſt have been leſs mindful of 


their Duty, will not, I hope, ſcruple to join in 


Endeavours, to make themſelves and their Pari- 


ſhioners more eaſy, and happy for the future; or 
take it ill, that any of us conſider one another to 
Provoke to Love and to good Works; more eſpe- 


cially in a Seaſon, when it will become us of the 
Clergy more abundantly to exert our ſelves; and 
to ſhew what, by the Rules we are under, the 


Conſtitutions of our excellent Church, we are ca- 
pable of doing, in Oppoſition ro the Deſigns of 


5 thoſe 


L 28 5 Parochial eben 


thoſe many Adverſh ig 4 


ing, and will rejoic 


alls; as well as in 


Anſwer to the he full Fx tions of thoſe, who 
preflors, and are grieved for what 
3 4 ſee, and what they feat, and what they can. 


behold the Tra 


not remedy. 


As to ſober Difſenters, ** profit the Welle 


of Opriſſendon, and the Good of rh## Countrey, 
before the little narrow Intereſts of any Patty, 
(and ſuch J believe there are) it may reaſonably 


de thought, chat they will look upon the Practice 
of ſuch Parochial Government, as one of the 
beſt Methods of inviting them to be united with 
us; which is the ſincere and earneſt Defire of all 
peaceable and pious Clergymen and Chriſtians ; 
of all who have the publick Welfare at their | 


Hearts. 
In ſhort, there - is not any Sort of Perſons, 
Whecher High or Low, Rich or Poor, Vong or 
Old, who may not ſee Reaſon to hope Advantages 


from good Parochial Government: For it will 
certainly by the Bleſſing 6F God, not only advance 
our Temporal Intereſts, but thoſe which are infi- 


nitely more valuable; as promoting that true Re- 
ligion, which renews the Image of God in the 


Souls of Men; that Godlineſs, which, as it is 
profitable unto all Things, fo to all Sorts of pious 


Perſons,” having che Promiſe of the Life that now 


is, and of that which is to come: In which the 
8 Rewards of all that perſevere in doing good, and 
in encouraging g them chat d do it, ha be Glorious =” 


ch and Eternit. 


1 b; 7 


2 * 


bo watch for our Halt- 


. 


